
IRON WORKERS  
 

Iron Workers perform the following steel work: structural, ornamental, reinforcing, and machinery 
moving and rigging. Iron, steel, aluminum, fiberglass, precast concrete, brass, and bronze are 
important materials in buildings, bridges, and other structures. Structural and reinforcing iron workers 
fabricate, assemble and install these products. They also repair, renovate and maintain older 
buildings and structures such as steel mills, utility plants, automobile factories, highways and bridges. 
Iron workers must erect the steel frames and assemble the cranes and derricks that move structural 
steel, reinforcing bars, buckets of concrete, lumber, and other materials and equipment around the 
construction site. This equipment arrives at the construction site in sections. Iron workers then 
connect the sections and set the cables to do the hoisting. Structural iron workers begin to connect 
steel columns, beams and girders according to blueprints and instructions from supervisors and 
superintendents. Structural steel, reinforcing rods and ornamental iron come to the construction site 
ready for erection. Reinforcing iron workers set the bars in the forms that hold concrete, following 
blueprints showing the location, size and number of reinforcing bars. They fasten the bars together by 
tying wire around them with pliers. When reinforcing floors, workers place blocks under the reinforcing 
bars to hold them off the deck. 
 
APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM & REQUIREMENTS: Interested applicants must, be 18 years of 
age, possess a valid driver’s license or state ID and able to pass a physical and drug test. 
Applications may be picked up at the Training Center Monday-Friday (excluding holidays) between 
8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.  The Apprentice program is four years and consists of 832 hours of classroom 
instruction and 4800 hours of on-the-job training. 
 
WAGE INFORMATION: Apprentices start at $26.26 hourly. Journeyman wages are $40.40 hourly 
plus health care and pension benefits. 
 
RECOMMENDED PREPARATORY CLASSES: Mathematics, science, drafting and industrial 
technology classes. 
 
WORKING CONDITIONS: Structural and reinforcing iron workers usually work outside in all kinds of 
weather. However, those who work at great heights do not work when it is wet, icy or extremely 
windy. Because the danger of injuries due to falls is so great, iron workers use safety devices such as 
safety belts, scaffolding and nets to reduce the risk. 
 
ABILITIES: Must be able to think under pressure; should be able to work at great heights; and should 
be in good physical condition 
 
 

WAGE + BENEFITS 1ST YR APPR. 
$40.40 + $30.48 65% of wage 

 
 

Iron Workers 392 
2995 Kingshighway 

East St. Louis, IL 62201 
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www.ironworkers.org 
 


